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During the winter of 2008/2009 a prehistoric Native
American camp site, designated 23L.N1379, was excavated
near the Cuivre River in southern Lincoln County,
Missouri. The site was identified during an archaeological
survey before construction of the Keystone Pipeline (for
more information about the pipeline, see back page).

The Native American people that camped at site
23LN1379 lived during what archaeologists refer to as the
Woodland Period (1000 B.C. to A.D. 1000). Prehistoric
cultural groups are distinguished primarily by reference
to two classes of artifacts: ceramic vessels and projectile
points/hafted knives. Pottery and projectile points can be
separated into types on the basis of distinctive stylistic
attributes, and the recovery of these types from datable
contexts allows archaeologists to assign these artifact
types to specific temporal and cultural periods.
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The occupants of site 231L.N1379 utilized a stone-tool technology that a
whenever they needed them. This technique, called prepared core technc
which is a type of stone that

can be flaked. First, the nodule

is shaped into a cone and one

end is cleaved off to make a

flattened surface. Then, the

core is placed with the flat side

up and struck on the edge of

the flat surface. This results in

a long, narrow, parallel-sided

flake, orablade, being detached

from the core. Multiple blades

can be detached from a core in

a circular or spiral fashion as it

is whittled down (see core and

blades to the right).
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The Havana pottery, the prepared core technology, and the Snyde
Contracting Stemmed projectile point types recovered at site 23L.N1379
of a social and economic exchange network during the

Middle Woodland period called the Hopewell Interaction

Sphere. The Hopewell Interaction Sphere is named after

an area in south-central Ohio where, during the Middle

Woodland period, large groups of village-dwelling Native

Americans built various shaped mounds, geometric

earthworks, and ceremonial complexes. Although the

Hopewell Interaction Sphere is named for these very

large sites with massive, complex features, sites of all

sizes were involved in the flow of goods and ideas in

this network that ranged from North Carolina to eastern

Missouri and from the Great Lakes to the Gulf Coast.
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